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Legal disclaimer

This booklet is intended to be a good practice guide for first responders at a wildlife crime 
scene, including those who may need to operate under sub-optimal conditions.

This is not a training manual; it is a reference guide that assumes users have the relevant 
knowledge and training to act as wildlife crime scene first responders, and are aware of 
relevant national legislation concerning crime scene management and evidence collection.

In practising the techniques described herein, it is the individual’s responsibility to ensure 
they have appropriate personal protective equipment, an understanding of the risks 
involved in attending a wildlife crime scene and prior knowledge of how to use the 
various equipment and materials suggested. 

The authors and editors cannot accept any responsibility for any prosecutions or 
proceedings brought or instituted against any person or body as a result of the techniques 
described. All crime scenes represented, photographed or documented are fictitious.



iii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This guide was produced in partnership between the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Global Programme for Combating Wildlife and 
Forest Crime (GPWLFC) and the European Commission, through generous 
funding from the Government of France, and with technical guidance from the 
Netherlands Forensic Institute and TRACE Wildlife Forensics Network.

The guide reflects the discussions and contributions of subject-matter experts who 
participated in meetings of the African Wildlife Forensics Network in 2017 (the 
Hague, Netherlands) and 2018 (Pretoria, South Africa).

The production of the guide was coordinated by Sinead Brophy and Marcel van 
Beest. The text of the guide, along with the diagrams and photographs, were pre-
pared by Simon Dures with editorial oversight from Irene Kuiper, Marcel van 
Beest and Rob Ogden. 

The production team wishes to express its appreciation and thanks to the follow-
ing experts who also contributed to the development of the guide: Yves Braet, 
Rod Potter and Justice Tettey.

t h e  w i l d l i f e  f o r e n s i c s  n e t w o r k  

T R  C E
AFRICAN
WILDLIFE
FORENSICSFORENSICS
NETWORK



is
to
ck
.c
om

/B
yr
dy
ak



v

CONTENTS

Acknowledgements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . iii

INTRODUCTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Who is a first responder?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

How to use this guide  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Types of crime scene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Health and safety . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Investigative questions and considerations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Guiding principles of crime scene investigation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Contamination . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Equipment for first responders  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

PART 1. APPROACHING AND SECURING THE CRIME SCENE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13

1.1 Initial assessment and crime scene approach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13

1.2 Securing the crime scene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18

1.3 Crime scene photography . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20

PART 2. SEARCHING AND DOCUMENTING THE CRIME SCENE . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25

2.1 Crime scene search . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25

2.2 Crime scene documentation and mapping . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28

2.3 How to use a compass to orientate a sketch map . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .31

2.4 Documenting evidence items . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32

2.5 Evidence photography . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .34

PART 3. EVIDENCE COLLECTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39

3.1 Evidence collection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39

3.2 Evidence labelling and storage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .43

3.3 Evidence documentation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .48

3.4 Transfer of evidence/chain of custody . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50

CRIME SCENE CHECKLIST . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53

ANNEX: CHAIN OF CUSTODY TEMPLATE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .55



A full copy of the  
WILDLIFE CRIME SCENE GUIDE  

FOR FIRST RESPONDERS  
is available upon request to  

unodc-wlfc@un.org




